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a new small exhibit in the Joseph and Mary Grimshaw Egyptian Gallery; she also submitted an 
entry for the UCLA Electronic Encyclopedia of Egyptology on the topic “feathers.”

This year has given Emily the opportunity to do a number of mummy research projects. She 
studied two coffins in the Mabee-Gerrer Museum in Shawnee, Oklahoma, and is doing a research 
project on the sarcophagus of Wenihotep in the Art Institute of Chicago. She continues her 
collaboration with Branislav Andelkovíc of the University of Belgrade on two Ptolemaic coffins, 
and they hope to recover a Book of the Dead that is wrapped alongside the arm of their mummy 
of Nesmin. Fragments of the papyrus reveal that it is written in a fine clear hieroglyphic hand and 
so the prospect of unrolling it for translation and study is very exciting. 

Emily participated in a joint Oriental Institute/Field Museum program on the relations between 
Nubia and Egypt. She spoke to the University of Chicago Women’s Alliance and gave Harper 
lectures in Phoenix and Detroit. She lectured at the Chrysler Museum (Virginia) on “Women 
in Ancient Egypt,” at the Mabee-Gerrer Museum on the antiquities trade, at the Albuquerque 
Museum of Art and History in conjunction with an Egyptian exhibit, and in February she 
delivered the annual Campbell Lecture at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. In May 
Emily attended the International Congress of Egyptologists in Rhodes, and then continued to 
Serbia where she gave a lecture to the Faculty of Philosophy at the University of Belgrade and 
delivered a paper on celibacy in ancient Egypt in the Near Eastern Archaeology session of the 
Annual Meeting of the Serbian Archaeological Society held in Zajec√ar. 

Emily continues to be involved in the American Research Center in Egypt on a local and 
national level. She attended the Annual Meeting of ARCE in Atlanta where she gave a paper on 
the coffin of Nesmin in Belgrade. Emily extends her thanks to the Oriental Institute for its support 
of the local chapter through its generous donation of meeting space in the LaSalle Banks Room 
and the use of audiovisual equipment. 

Other travel included serving on a lecture team for a tour from southern Spain to Malta via 
Algeria and Tunisia, and over the winter holiday Emily accompanied Tom and Linda Heagy and a 
group of their friends and children on a very special tour of Egypt. 

——————————

Theo van den Hout

Over the past year Theo van den Hout continued his research on issues of record management, 
writing, and literacy in Hittite society. He prepared a talk for the 54th Rencontre Assyriologique 
Internationale in Würzburg, Germany, on the role of the Hittite cuneiform script as an instrument 
of power and administration in the early history of the Hittite kingdom, and submitted an article 
on text-dating issues and the origins of the typical Hittite cuneiform for the Italian journal 
Incontri Linguistici. Unrelated to these topics, he submitted two articles, one on the interpretation 
of a highly problematic Hieroglyphic Luwian passage and another with some philological notes 
on a group of Hittite texts. Both are intended for two volumes in honor of colleagues. Theo also 
prepared handcopies of some 250 Hittite clay fragments and wrote three book reviews for the 
Orientalistische Literaturzeitung and the Zeitschrift für Assyriologie.

Theo delivered lectures at the Humanities Open House and at the 218th Meeting of the 
American Oriental Society in Chicago. In November he gave in Amsterdam his inaugural lecture 
as corresponding member of the Royal Dutch Academy of Arts and Sciences.
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Since the previous Annual Report the following publications have appeared in print: “Some 
Observations on the Tablet Collection from Ma®at Höyük” in A. Archi and R. Francia (eds.), 
VI Congresso Internazionale di Ittitologia, Roma, 5–9 settembre 2005 (= SMEA 49 [2007] 
(2008)), pp. 387–98; and “A Classified Past: Classification of Knowledge in the Hittite Empire” 
in R. D. Biggs, J. Myers, and M. Roth (eds.), Proceedings of the 51st Rencontre Assyriologique 
Internationale held at The Oriental Institute of The University of Chicago, July 18–22, 2005 (= 
SAOC 62), pp. 211–19. Van den Hout’s contribution to the sold-out Oriental Institute conference 
volume Margins of Writing, Origins of Cultures (OIS 2), edited by Seth Sanders, was reprinted 
with a new postscriptum (pp. 261–62) where he followed up on several points raised in the 
original article. Besides these, three entries in the Reallexikon der Assyriologie came out, as well 
as three reviews for the Journal of the American Oriental Society, the Journal of Near Eastern 
Studies, and Kratylos. 

After about ten years’ delay, the Encyclopedia Britannica finally published its entry on 
Anatolian languages. This is a complete reworking by H. Craig Melchert and Theo of the original 
article of 1974 written by Philo Houwink ten Cate. It can be found through www.britannica.com.

——————————

Donald Whitcomb

Donald Whitcomb’s summer began with a second visit to Saudi Arabia, a follow-up to the 
suggestion by Dr. al-Ghabban that we excavate the site of Jurash in the Asir. Normally, late July 
is not an optimal time to visit the kingdom, as a few days in Riyadh amply attested. But the Asir 
is very different; part of the Yemeni highlands, 
it is styled the “Alps” of Arabia and features 
ski lifts and wooded forests (with baboons, 
not observed during our trip). Whitcomb spent 
two temperate days visiting the site of Jurash, 
which proved to be the fenced remnant (about 
500 ≈ 300 m) of a former town. In many ways 
it seems a half-scale version of Najran, about 
300 km to the southwest, with some pre-
Islamic stone structures and ample evidence of 
continued occupation throughout the Islamic 
period. 

One of the more interesting aspects of 
researching the archaeology of Saudi Arabia 
is the evidence provided by maps, especially 
medieval maps (fig. 1). During the autumn, 
the main excitement of the Oriental Institute 
was preparation for the exhibit European 
Cartographers and the Ottoman World, 
1500–1750: Maps from the Collection of O. J. 
Sopranos. This was an opportunity to return to 
one of Whitcomb’s first interests, Islamic maps, 
encouraged by his professor Paul Wheatley Figure 1. A tenth-century map of Arabia, showing 

the centrality of Mecca and Madina
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